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bed, is exceeding fmall in refped of the whole circumfe- 
rence therecf,and hardly difringuifhable by us from a ftreight 
line. 

Concerning the New Comet you mention,! faw it on the 1 1. 
o£ February , about the 24. deg. of -Aries ^ with a Northern 
latitude of 24. deg. 40. min. The cloudy weather hath not 
yet permitted me to fee it in Atidromedx , as others affirm to 
have done. 

Extrattof a Letter , written from Paris, containing fome 
Refl-efiiom on part of the precedent Roman Letter. 

As to the Hypothecs of Gcorg.Dojvenico CW/w/.touching the 
motion of the Comet about the Great Dog in a Circle, whofe 
Centre is in a (freight line drawn from the Earth thorough the 
faid Star , I believe it will fhortly be publiih'd in print, as a 
thought I lighted upon in difcouding with one of my Friends, 
who did maintain, that it turned about a Centre, became that 
its Perigee had been over againft the Great Dog, as I had noted 
in my Epbetxerides. This particular I did long fince declare 
to many of my acquaintance,whereof fome or other will cer- 
tainly do me that right, as to let the world know it by the 
Pre/s. I have added an Oblervation, which I find not, that 
Signior Cajfini hath madc,«/7Z..that there was ground to think, 
that the Comet of 1652. was the fame with the prefent, feeing 
that, befides the parity of the fwiftnefs of its motion, the Pe- 
rigee thereof was alfb over againft the Great Dog-, if the Obfer- 
vations extant thereof,decei ve not. But,to make it out. what 
ground I had for thefe thoughts , 1 laid , that if they were 
true , the Comet rauft needs accomplifh its revolution from 
12. to 12. years, or thereabout. But, feeing it appears not 
by Hiftory , that a Comet hath been feen at thofe determi- 
nate diftances of time, nor that over againft the Perigee of all 
the other Comets,whefeof particular obfervations are recor- 
ded, are alwaies found Stars of the firft Magnitude , or fuch 
others, as are very notable, befides other reafbns, that might 
be alleged , I (hall not purfue this (peculation 5 but rather 
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luggeft what I have taken notice of in my reflexions upon 
former Comets, which is , that more of them enter into our 
Syfteme by the fign of Libra, and about Spica virginh , then 
by all the other parts of the Heavens. For, both the pre- 
fent Comet , and many others regiftred in Hiftory , have 
entred that way, and confequently palled out of it by the fign 
Aries -, by which alfo many have entred. 

I did found my Hypethejts upon three Obfervations only, 
viz, thole of the 22,26, and 31. of December. Nor have 
I done, as feme- have fancied of me, who having been able 
to obferve the Comet, the 27, 28, 29, 30, and 31. of Decem- 
ber , and to fee the diminution of its motion , have judged, 
^hat I had only determined that diminution for the time to 
come,conform to the augmentation thereof in time pafled 
lintilthe 29. of December. For January 1. (on which day I 
compofed my Ephemerides) I knew not (nor any perfbn here) 
that the motion of the Comet did diminifh 5 but on the con- 
trary, mofr men believed , it was not the fame Comet. But 
Signior Cajfini knows very well, that that was not'necefiary, 
feeing that two portions of a Tangent being given , and the 
Angles anfwering thereunto, 'tis eafic to find the pofition and 
magnitude of its circle. The reafonjwhich I think the true 
one , of the diminution of its Motion in Longitude , and of 
its Pvetrogradation, by me con je&ured in my Epbeme rides ^ I 
began to be aflurcd of, Febr. 10. For until the fixth , the Co- 
met had alwaies advanced , as Signior Cajfini alfo hath very 
well noted.* but after that day , I found that it returned in 
augmenting alwaies its Latitude. And I have conftantly 
obferved it, until March 8. between many Stars, which mule 
be the fame with thefe mention'd by Cajfini , whereof the 
number was fo great , that I think. I faw of them A/arch 6. 
with one Aperture of my Glafs,more then 40. or 50. ana e- 
fpecially, above the head of Aries •, but I did not particular- 
ly note the fituation of more than 12. or 15 -, amongft 
which I have obferved the pofition of the Comet fir.ee Ja- 
nuary 28. every day, when the weather did permit, viz. 
January 29. February 3.6, 10. 17,19,24,26.27. and March 6, 
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7, 8. I left it on March S.at the 18. of the Horn of '/irks, a!- 
moftin the fame latitude 5 and lam apt to believe, it will be 
Eclipfed 5 which I wifh I may be able to obferve this evening, 
if it be not already palled. 

If Signior Cajfini hath obferved it on thofe daies that f. 
have, he will be glad to find the conformity of our Obfcrva- 
tions. IfJhall onlyadd, that on February 3. we were furpri- 
zed, to fee the Comet again much brighter then ordinary, 
and with a considerable Train. Some did believe, that it ap. 
proach'd again to us. But having beheld it with a Tclejcepe, 
T foon faid , that it was joyncd with two fmall Stars, whereof 
one was pretty bright, which I had already feen , on Fe- 
bruary 28, and 29 : And this conjunction gave the Comet 
that brightnefs, as it happens to molt of the Starrs of the 
fifth and fixth magnitude , where 2 or 3. or more are con- 
joyned, which perhaps would fhew but faintly fingle.though 
by reafon of their proximity to one another . they appear 
butonefrarr, Hence it was, that I allured my friends here, 
that the following days we fhould no more fee it Co bright, 
bceaufc I knew, that there were none fuch fmall bright Stars 
in the way,which by my former observations I conjeaurcd it 
was to move. 

An Obfervatkn imparted to the Noble Mr. Boyle , by 
Mr. David Thomas, touching fame particulars fur- 
ther confiderable in the Monfter mentioned in the 
firft Papers of thefe Philofophical Tranfa&ions. 

Upon the ftri&eft inquiry, I find by one, that faw the Mon- 
ftrous Calf and done, within four hours after it was cut out of 
th&Cows belly , that the Breaft of the Calf was not ftony ( as 
f wrote ) but that the skin of the Bread and between the Legs 
and of the Neck (which parts lay on the fmaller end of the 
(lone ) was very much thicker, then on any other part, and 
that the Feet of the Calf were fo parted as to be like the Claws 
of a Dog» The flone I have fince feen j it is bigger at one end 
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